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St. Andrew’s, Waterbury

St. Patrick’s, Moretown

Our Lady of the Snows, Waitsfield
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What good is it,
my brothers and sisters,
if someone claims to have faith
but has no deeds?
——James 2:14-17
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A Word from Father Matthew…

Dear Parishioners,

Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam – such is the motto of the Jesuit order, founded
by the pugnacious St. Ignatius in the 16th century. Unto the greater glory
of God: it is their guiding principle in everything they do. They aim that all
their merely human and sinful motives will be strained out of their efforts
and projects, and the result will be a pure offering for the greater glory of
God. May all of our efforts have the same focus! As you have a look at this
review of the past year, may your prayer be that all those efforts, and all
those to come, may be ad maiorem Dei gloriam.
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Since God does so much for me, what could I not do for Him?
~ St. Emily de Vialar
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Our Lady of the Snows Volunteer Work Day
July 21

More than twenty eager volunteers responded to the call for help with maintenance and
cleaning of Our Lady of the Snows. Sharon Conti provided an amazing lunch. Great
work got done and much fun was had by all.
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Our Lady of the Snows New Crucifix…June 15

On June 15th, Mark Baglini and Jay Kearney spent two hours high on ladders to put in
place the new crucifix obtained by Father Matthew. Father Matthew blessed the crucifix
on June 24th.
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The Chosen, Series One…summer and fall

At St. Leo’s Hall, attendees watched all eight episodes of acclaimed and crowd-funded
series The Chosen, based on the Gospel of John. Potluck dinners were served before
viewings. After lively discussions led by Father Matthew, equally lively basketball games
followed.
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St. John Henry Newman Night…October 10

Held at Holy Family in Essex, this diocesan event included Vespers and a superb
dinner orchestrated by Father Matthew’s father. The evening honored St. John Henry
Newman and explored his life and thought. Fr. Kevin Chalifoux presented on Nature
and Grace. Dr. John McCarthy spoke on Newman's The Idea of a University. The
hundred-plus attendees thoroughly enjoyed an elegant, inspirational (and delicious)
evening.
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Our Lady of the Snows Lessons and Carols
with

Elisabeth von Trapp…December 5

Internationally acclaimed singer/songwriter Elisabeth von Trapp performed an
inspirational set of carols to accompany lessons read by parishioners for the spirit of
the season. Following the service was an outdoor reception with bonfires to ward off
the chill and spectacular (the only word that fits) buffet by Sharon Conti, with hot
drinks and desserts.
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2022
EVENTS

Thank You Celebration/Farewell
for

Michael Halloran…May 22

Michael Halloran’s beautiful voice and organ accompaniment graced Our Lady of the
Snows Masses for seven years. His time with us finally ended in May and he was sent off
with a festive farewell celebration.
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Luan Farewell…July 22

Luan departed after the Masses on Sunday, July 22nd, heading back to school. Ellie
Hilferty (above, with Luan) hosted a festive and well-attended going-away celebration
at her home in Moretown. The two months with him truly flew by. He was a welcome
presence at the parish, friendly, inquisitive, and joyful, helping Father Matthew at
Masses and communing with parishioners at every opportunity. He was sent to his next
endeavors with blessings and all best wishes for his studies and preparation for the
priesthood. Luan’s visit reaffirmed the power of faith to dissolve barriers and forge new
fellowship among people of good will.
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FAITH SERIES
Pope Benedict XV, Spirit of the Liturgy…February 22

Father Matthew led discussions based on The Spirit of the Liturgy, published in 2000, a
profoundly beautiful treatment that amplifies and clarifies “the great prayer of the
Church.” Joseph Ratzinger, Pope Benedict XVI, considered this book to be his greatest
work on the Liturgy. Pope Benedict investigates the Biblical roots of the liturgy, its place
in the cosmos and creative purposiveness, and teases out some subtle details of its
execution. An enriching study, to be sure.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Who will teach me what is most pleasing to God, that I may do it?
~ St. Kateri Tekakwitha

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Based on the Montessori program created by Sofia Cavaletti, CGS aims to nurture and
support the religious values of contemplation of and relationship with God. Classes
were held on Wednesdays from 3-5 p.m. Sixteen students were enrolled in Levels I, II,
and III. Sile Torres, Jenn Smith, Mary Kelly, Geri Callan, Kathleen Cosentino, and Father
Matthew served as catechists which included four youth masses. After attending True
Vine Sessions and Retreat to prepare, four students celebrated their First Reconciliation
and First Holy Communion. Nine students received Confirmation working with Marie
Atunes and Father Matthew. Parent classes were also a part of the preparation.
Two Catechists, Mary Kelly and Kathleen Cosentino, completed their Level I CGS
Certification course In July, 2021 in Concord, NH. St. Andrew’s hosted a Level II Training
session for regional catechists and in August hosted Level III Training.
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Totus Tuus…June 19-July 24

St. Andrew’s hosted its first Totus Tuus Camp in June 2022 with thirteen grade-school
students and five high school students. A typical camp day included games, Mass,
activities, and outdoor fun. Parish families graciously provided housing, meals, and
snacks for the counselors and campers. Knights of Columbus pitched in with a generous
start-up grant to support the program and (of course!) hosted a cookout on the final
day.
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Rite Of Christian Initiation for Adults

This past year was a banner one for the RCIA class, with six people entering full
communion in the Catholic Church (with two others auditing the course). Study
centered of Peter Kreeft’s Catholic Christianity. Abundant and lively discussion resulted.
The six candidates were received into the Church at the Easter Vigil at St. Andrew’s.
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CHURCHES AND FACILITIES
St. Patrick’s Renovation…Summer 2022
The venerable church had not been painted in 22 years. Aron Kielich ( Village
Restoration LLC) started in July, pressure washing and scraping. Gib Geiger worked
ahead, repairing rotted trim, and replacing clapboards. The church then received a
special primer and three coats of latex paint. Bob Mays sanded the front doors and
applied ten coats of marine varnish. Another parishioner had all hardware rebrassed in
Bennington. The project took over three weeks—but Bob Mays wasn’t finished just yet.
He went on to remodel the Reredos and moved the tabernacle to its new location.

Before…

After!
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St. Andrew’s Sanctuary

Before…

Assisted by a generous donation, Fr. Matthew coordinated with the ad hoc
Embellishment Committee to design and implement an upgrade to the sanctuary at St.
Andrew's. High priorities included moving the tabernacle to the center and improving
the back wall. First project on the Committee’s plan was to remove the curtain and paint
the crucifix wall. Waterbury artist Sarah-Lee Terrat first provided mock-up drawings, then
began her painstaking month-long creation.

After!
Other work at St. Andrews included paving the side driveway, sanctuary renovation,
refinishing the sacristy floors, and fascia and gutter removal on the rectory.
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Our Lady of the Snows
Our Lady of the Snows had lights replaced or fixed along the walkways and in front of
Blessed Mother’s statue, and the potholes in the parking lot were repaired. Awnings
were installed on the eastern side of Founder’s Hall, and the trim work and staining was
redone as well.
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FINANCE
The Finance Council serves as an advisory committee to the pastor regarding the
administration and stewardship of parish finances, including the annual budget and
long-range financial development. In 2021 the Finance council members for Our Lady
of the Snows/St. Patrick’s were Mark Baglini, Kathleen Cosentino, and Dan Harris. David
Herlihy stepped away at the end of the year, and we thank him for his years of service in
this capacity. The council welcomed Paul Archer as the newest member in the summer
of 2021. St. Andrew’s Finance council members include Colin Pomer, Brenda CaforiaWeeber, Rob Hofmann, and Ken Kreiling. Denise Russo also completed her tenure in
2021, and the council welcomed Nicole Tousignant as their newest member in the
summer of 2021.
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Looking Ahead
I hope you enjoyed the chance to look over some of the highlights from this
past year! Leaning on God for His assistance and trusting in the intercession
of his angels in saints, let us recommit ourselves to serving Him in all
confidence and humility.
God bless,
Fr. Matthew
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